Thji, jLV jiiiNiiNiG 


Approved For Release 2001/08/20 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000600050008-9 

f *3-' 



Tlie Federal Spotlight 


House Panel Seeking Evidence 

.u— omninvpp widesDread investigations and 


By JOSEPH YOUNG 

Star Staff Writer 

Invasion of privacy, anyone? 
The House Civil Service Em- 
ployes Benefits subcommittee is 
desperately searching for gov- 
ernment employes who can fur- 
nish specific cases of agencies 
snooping into their personal af- 
fairs or coercing them into mak- 
ing charity contributions, pur- 
chasing U.S. Savings Bonds or 
participating in political or out- 
side activities. 

The subcommittee s problem 
is simple but perplexing. 

It would like to go along with 
the Senate in approving a bill 
protecting employe rights, but in 
view of the House’s past opposi- 
tion to such a measure it needs 


specific cases to bolster the 
bill’s chances. But it can t find 

aI1 The government employe un- 
ions aren’t much help. 

All But the Names 
In testimony they cite horrible 
examples of agencies delving 
into employes’ sex lives, finan- 
cial affairs, religious and politi- 
cal beliefs, and so on. Employes 
are described as being forced to 
contribute to political cam- 
paigns, purchase Savings Bonds 
and engage in civil rights and 
other community action pro- 
grams. 

But no names are given, no 
specific cases are cited. 

In exasperation, Rep. Law- 


rence Hogan, R-Md., who usual- 
ly is on the side of government 
employes told union witnesses, 
“You are dealing in generaliza- 
t tions and not with specifics. Up 
to this point we haven’t had one 

specific case cited to us.” 

Hogan noted that he repre- 
sents tens of thousands of feder- 
al employes in his nearby dis- 
trict and during his 2% years in 
Congress “not one complaint 
have I received on invasion of 
privacy.” Hogan said his office 
• is bombarded with various other 
kinds of complaints from gov- 
ernment workers regarding 
their employment. 

He was joined by Rep. James 
Hanley, D-N.Y., chairman of the 
subcommittee, who favors a bill 


to strengthen federal employee 
rights but who gently told the 
union witnesses “If we dont 
document our cases, this will be 
a difficult bill to sell to the 
House.” 

Employe leaders said most of 
the cases that have come to 
their attention in recent years 
have been sent to Sen. Sam Er- 
vin D-N.C., who initiated the 
legislation in the Senate. Fur- 
ther, they said, they hesitate to 
identify employes because of 
possible retaliation by their 
agencies. , , 

The union leaders conceded 
that there has been a drop in 
invasion of privacy complaints 
on the part of their members. 
They credited this to Ervin’s 


widespread investigations and 
the agencies’ backing down ac- 
cordingly. But they said that if 
such legislation is not enacted 
by Congress, the agencies will 
be back to their old tricks and 
invasion of privacy will be inten- 

House subcommittee members 
appear skeptical. “We are deal- 
ing with faceless accusers,” Ho- 
gan said. Thus, unless govern- 
ment employes come forward 
with specific complaints, the 
bill’s chances appear dim. 

Consequently, the subcommit- 
tee would welcome specific com- 
. plaints from employes, who are 
guaranteed that their identities 
will be kept confidential. They 
are invited to write to the House 


of Snooping 


subcommittee, Room 207, Can- 
non Office Building, The Capi- 
tol, Washington, D.C. 20515.. 

The subcommittee feels this 
should tell whether it is dealing 
with a phantom issue or not. 

* * * * 

GROUP TRAVEL OKAYED - 
The General Accounting Office 
has approved group air travel 
by federal employes on official 
assignments because of substan- 
tial savings achieved through 
such arrangements. 

The GAO’s decision came in 
connection with travel orders for 
a group of government scientists 
to attend the general assembly 
of the International Union of 
Goedesy and Geophysics in Mos- 
cow. 


FILL ’ER UP — The Federal 
Register sometimes is filled 
with fascinating information. 

Such as the item in which the 
Civil Service Commission gives 
permission to civilian employes 
at the Army Depot at Tooele, 
Utah, to serve as part-time night 
bartenders at the base. It seems 
that the installation is too re- 
motely located to hire regular 
bartenders, so civilians there 
can hold a second job as part- 
time bartenders without violat- 
ing the law which prohibits em- 
ployes from working at two gov- 
ernment jobs. 

* * * * 

JOBS — Naval Ordnance Lab- 
oratory needs machinists, $4.23 
to $4.59 an hour. Call 495-7386. 
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